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Older Women’s League of California
1230 N Street, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone: (916) 444-2526   FAX (916) 441-1881

www.owlca.org   Email: owlcalif@gmail.com 

March 19, 2011
The Honorable Mark Leno
State Capitol, Room 5100
Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: SB 810 (Leno) – SUPPORT

Dear Senator Leno,

The Older Women’s League of California,(OWL-CA), writes in strong support of SB 810 (Leno) – the California Universal Health Care Act, which will cover every Californian with comprehensive health care and give them the ability to choose their own providers.  OWL is the only grassroots organization to focus of issues affecting midlife and older women as they age, and nothing is more important to these individuals than access to healthcare.  Universal, single payer health care is our top priority.  The California Universal Health Care Act is estimated to save billions of dollars in statewide spending in the first year alone, and will save money for seniors, families, businesses, and local governments.  At a time of deep economic uncertainty, and huge budget deficits in our State, we must do everything we can to save money today – and for future generations.  SB 810 will do just that.

Over 7 million Californians (and the number is growing daily), or more than 20% of the state’s population, went without health insurance last year.  That’s one in five Californians.  As health insurance costs skyrocket at double digit rates every year, employers are now reducing coverage and dropping benefits altogether.  The increase in high-risk “catastrophic” health plans, with unaffordable deductibles and co-payments, have completely failed to stem the rise in costs.  Instead, half of all bankruptcies in the United States are now related to medical costs and many of these bankrupted families had health insurance at the time they became ill or injured. The simple truth is that average Californians can no longer rely on their health insurance when they need it.

The United States spends twice as much per person on health care than any other industrialized country, yet we are the only industrialized nation where people go bankrupt because of medical costs.  We have fewer physicians per capita than many other countries, and fewer hospital visits.  More importantly, our health care system ranks at the bottom of industrialized nations, according to the World Health Organization. All that money has not brought us better health care, so where is it going?

Many recent studies have found that our current health system wastes from 15 – 50% of all health spending on clinical and administrative waste.  Estimates show that by streamlining the administrative functions of thousands of different insurance companies, California could shift billions of dollars in the first year from administration into direct health care services.  Finally, by providing preventative and primary care to everyone, California could actually save billions of dollars a year. SB 810 will affordably cover every Californian with a high quality of care and comprehensive benefits.  

Every Californian will be covered by an insurance plan that provides medical, dental, vision, and prescription drug coverage, including hospitalization, emergency room care and transportation, laboratory work, skilled nursing care, mental health care, and more.  As our country debates health care at the national level, California can help pave the way with a real solution – single payer health care - the only way to truly provide health care to all.

OWL-CA strongly urges an “AYE” vote on SB 810 and will work to assure its passage in the legislature.

Sincerely
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Margaret J. Metzler
Consultant, OWL-CA
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