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Older Women’s League of California
1230 N Street, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone: (916) 444-2526   FAX (916) 441-1881

www.owlca.org   Email: owlcalif@gmail.com 

   March 4, 2011

   The Honorable Carol Liu
State Capitol, Room 5061
Sacramento, CA  95814

RE: SB 21 (Liu) – SUPPORT

Dear Senator Liu,

The Older Women’s League of California (OWL-CA) writes in strong support of SB 21, which will improve the quality of life for seniors and the disabled and also help reduce state spending on high-cost medical care.   One of our top priorities is promoting good discharge planning practices in hospitals and nursing homes, and supporting transitional care programs that are community based and will help people recuperate from hospital stays at home, safely and effectively.

SB 21 will assist senior citizens and others who are injured or disabled but want to return to their homes rather than stay in costly nursing homes or care centers. For example, persons in need of long-term care often want to stay in their own homes or return home as soon as possible after surgery or an incident such as a broken hip. This bill takes a major step toward establishing an integrated system of long-term care, with case management for some individuals, a single point of entry for government services, and a single assessment for the patient. The bill establishes case management and transition services in every county, starting with providing services to persons who have been in a skilled nursing facility for 21 days or more.

This bill borrows elements from successful long-term care programs in states such as Washington, Oregon, and Pennsylvania.  Case managers can assist individuals with changes to their homes – such as ramps or grip bars – to accommodate needs. Case management and transition services will be covered by savings in the reduced need for institutional care and through Medi-Cal waivers.    

OWL-CA  strongly urges an “AYE” vote on SB 21.

Sincerely,
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Margaret J. Metzler
OWL California
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