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Older Women’s League of California
1230 N Street, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone: (916) 444-2526   FAX (916) 441-1881

www.owlca.org   Email: owlcalif@gmail.com 

March 21, 2011
The Honorable Jim Beall, Jr.

1020 N Street, Room 124

Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: AB 138 (BEALL) – ELDER ECONOMIC PLANNING ACT OF 2011 – STRONG SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Beall:
The Older Women’s League of California (OWL-CA) is proud to support AB 138 (Beall)—the Elder Economic Planning Act of 2011.  AB 138 would require the state’s 33 area agencies on aging and the California Department of Aging to utilize the Elder Economic Security Standard Index (Elder Index) in its planning for California's senior population.

OWL, a national grassroots organization, was founded over 30 years ago to focus on issues affecting midlife and older women as they age; economic security is one of those issues.  According to reports by the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and other studies, not only is the poverty rate of seniors increasing, but women, elders of color and elders over 75 are even more economically vulnerable.  OWL believes that AB 138 will provide for a more accurate assessment of the costs that elders face and will hopefully enable more to qualify for public programs--ultimately improving their economic security.

Under existing law, the Department of Aging and the area agencies on aging are required to use the Federal Poverty Guidelines (commonly known as FPL) to measure seniors’ economic need.  The FPL is an unrealistic measure created in 1963-4 whose methodology is based upon just one item, food; does not account for the variations in the cost-of-living from state-to-state or county-to-county and fails to account for the specific needs of seniors.  This one-size-fits-all approach does not accurately reflect the number of California seniors in need and therefore the Department of Aging and the area agencies on aging cannot accurately plan.  

By using the Elder Index, AB 138 ensures that California accurately counts its seniors and makes realistic plans to provide services and utilize scarce resources effectively.

We applaud Assembly member Beall for carrying this important legislation.  

Sincerely,
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Margaret J. Metzler
Consultant, OWL-CA







OWL-CA COUNCIL, 2011





Co-Presidents


Joyce Kamian, Ohlone


Mary Lembke, Ohlone


Vice-President, South


Vacant


Vice-President, North


Ida Curtice, Sacramento


Treasurer


Glenda Cheesman/Billi Hanlon


Recording Secretaries


Audrey Barth, Sacramento


Joyce Miller, Sacramento


Corresponding Secretary


Rosemary Bacy, San Francisco


Public Policy Director


Betty Perry, Sacramento


Finance Committee 


Clare Smith Ahern, Sacramento


Parliamentarian


Vacant


Website Mgr.


Roberta Battle, Sacramento


Website Consultant


Margie Metzler, Sacramento





Chapter Presidents (P)


and Representatives (R)





Capitol Chapter


Roberta Battle (P)


Clare Smith Ahern (R)


Martha Millhone (R)


Ohlone/East Bay


Eleanor Luce (P)


Placer


Marion Faustman (P)


San Francisco


Kathie Piccagli (P)


Nan McGuire (R)


Santa Clara


BJ Bryan (P)


BJ Bryan (R)


Rosemary Bacy (R)


At-Large Representatives


Shirley Harlan, San Bernardino


Rochelle Goldman, San Mateo


Newsletter Editor


Ellen Doerfer, Walnut Creek


National Board


Margie Metzler. Sacramento


Catherine Pinkas, San Francisco








Page 2

