June 8, 2010 Primary Election

**OWL-CA Positions On Ballot Measures

Proposition 13:  NO POSITION

Property Tax Exclusion for New Construction on Siesmic Retrofitting.
Minor reduction in local property taxes but may encourage seismic upgrades

*Yes means :  Earthquake safety improvements made to unreinforced masonry (such as brick) buildings would not result in higher property taxes until the building is sold.
No means:  Earthquake safety improvements made to unreinforced masonry buildings would continue to be excluded from property taxes but for only up to 15 years.

Proposition 14:  NO


Elections: Open Primaries.

Amends the State Constitution to allow the two top primary vote-getters—regardless of party affiliation and without having to disclose any affiliation on the ballot—to compete in the general election.

*Yes means that all voters would receive the same primary election ballot for most state and federal offices. Only the two candidates with the most votes—regardless of political party identification—would advance to the general election ballot.

*No means that voters would continue to receive primary election ballots based on their political party.  The candidate with the most votes from each political party would continue to advance to the general election ballot.
Proposition 15:  SUPPORT

Political Reform Act of 2008:  Voluntary Public Financing for Secretary of State.

Repeals ban on public funding for political campaigns and allows candidates for Sec. of State in 2014 and 2018 to voluntarily participate in a public financing program.

*Yes means the state ban on public funding for political campaigns for elected offices would be lifted.  For the 2014 and 2018 elections, candidates for the office of Sec. of State could choose to receive public funds to pay for the costs of campaigns if they met certain requirements.  Charges related to lobbyist would be increased to pay for these costs.

*No means the state ban on public funding for political campaigns for elected offices would continue.  Candidates for the office of Secretary of State would continue to pay for their campaigns with private funds subject to current rules.  Existing charges related to lobbyists would not change.

Proposition 16:  NO


New 2/3 vote required for local public electricity providers.

Amends State Constitution to require voter approval for specified local government actions, thereby potentially lessening competitive pressures on private electricity providers.
*Yes means local governments would generally be required to receive 2/3 voter approval before they could start up electricity services or expand electricity service into a new territory.
*No means that local governments generally could continue to implement proposals involving the start-up or expansion of electricity service either through approval by a majority of voters or actions by governing boards.

Proposition 17:  NO


Changes Proposition 103 regulations to allow rates based on driver’s history of coverage.

Sponsored by Mercury Insurance, one of California’s largest auto insurance companies.

*Yes means insurance companies can raise auto insurance rates for drivers who’ve had up to 91-day lapse in coverage.

*No means insurance companies must continue to set and base rate changes on factors as defined by Proposition 103.
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