
[image: image1.jpg]@yi-ca




Older Women’s League of California
1230 N Street, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA  95814
Phone: (916) 444-2526   FAX (916) 441-1881

www.owlca.org   Email: owlcalif@gmail.com 
March 21, 2011

Assemblymember Mike Feuer
State Capitol
Room 2013
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: AB 52 (Feuer) - SUPPORT

Dear Assemblymember Feuer:

I am writing on behalf of the Older Womens League (OWL) of California to strongly support AB 52.  OWL, a national grassroots organization, was founded over 30 years ago to focus on issues affecting midlife and older women as they age; economic security is one of those issues.  Since its inception our organization and its members have been at the forefront of the fight to rein in the cost of healthcare for all Californians.

This year Blue Shield plans to cumulatively increase the rates of 193,000 of its individual plan members by 30 to 35% on average. Other insurance companies are planning to raise rates by as much if not more. 

AB 52 would ensure that such increases would have to be reviewed and approved by the state before being imposed upon subscribers. Specifically, the measure would require health care service plans and health insurers to seek approval from the Department of Managed Health Care or the Department of Insurance prior to raising health care premiums, co payments, or deductibles. The measure would also require that insurers provide justification in the rate review process for such rate increases. It would build upon newly implemented federal and state law improving the health insurance rate filing and review process.

OWL strongly urges an Aye vote on AB 52, and we will work with you to ensure its passage in both houses of the legislature.

Sincerely, 
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Margaret J. Metzler
Consultant, OWL-CA<
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