[image: image3.jpg]oyf-ca



     [image: image4.png]Mrs Sacramento





Welcome and How to Get Started

Social Security Matters is a campaign to strengthen America's Social Security program.  Most Americans believe that Social Security will not be there when they retire.  This is a myth.  It is one of the strongest insurance policies that our country runs.  The purpose of Social Security Matters is to promote factual information about Social Security and to advocate for the ongoing stability and enhancement of the program.  Social Security Matters is run by, the non-profit OWL (the Older Women’s League) and partners with the following organizations:

1. Alliance for Retired Americans (ARA),

2. American Association of University Women (AAUW),

3. American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME), 

4. American Federation of Teachers (AFT), 

5. B’Nai B’Rith International,

6. Generations United, 
7. Gray Panthers

8. Institute for Women’s Policy Research,

9. National Council of Women’s Organizations (NCWO),

10. National Gay and Lesbian Taskforce,

11. National Organization for Women (NOW),

12. Pension Rights Center (PRC),

13. Social Security Works, 

14. Wider Opportunities for Women (WOW), and

15. Women’s Research and Education Institute (WREI).

Who this toolkit is designed for

This educational toolkit is designed for those organizations, campaigns and community organizers who would like to advocate on behalf of strengthening Social Security.
How to use this toolkit

Our team has designed these materials so that you can pick and chose any section(s) you need depending on what event or audience you’re trying to reach.  We have also created much of the materials in both Word and PDF formats in order for you to “make them your own”.  If you would like to use the content, but have your own logo and branding, then the Word documents are best for you.  If you would like to use the materials in their intended format, then the PDF versions are best.

When to use this toolkit
This toolkit can be used in a variety of ways.  If you or your organization is sending out communications to your local Member of Congress, you can use the Make It Your Own Messaging, Questions for Candidates, and a Sample Letter to Congress.  If you host a House Party or a local Town Hall, you can use the 10 Things You Should Know about Social Security, the sample PowerPoint presentation and sample Agenda and Discussion guide, along with the supplementary handouts.  Feel free to customize different packets for your events and needs.

What’s in the toolkit

In this toolkit, you will find a variety of materials intended to help you raise awareness about Social Security and to organize efforts to support its solvency. It was designed in collaboration with our coalition of organizations.  The materials include:

1. Welcome and How to Get Started 

2. List of Social Security Matters Partner Organizations

3. Sample Agenda and Discussion Guide

4. DVD Social Security: The American Promise, a 10-minute account of three people’s lives who are touched by Social Security.  The video also includes a brief history of Social Security, along with animated text and images representing key facts everyone should know. 

5. 10 Things You Should Know (about Social Security) Fact Sheet. (Handout) 

6. Sample PowerPoint Presentation (e.g. how to speak with constituency, how to speak with politicians in your district, what people can do to get involved, advice on effectiveness, fact checking, distribution, etc.) 

7. Poll-tested Messaging – used by Social Security Matters and partner organizations.  You’re invited to do the same, because the more consistent our message is, the greater the impact will be. (Handout) 

8. Supplementary Messages

9. Responses to Opposition – Social Security and the Federal Deficit (2 Handouts)

10. Resource Sheet (EMAIL Handout)

11. Resource Sheet (PRINT Handout)

12. Sample Letter to Congress 

13. Sample Press Release 

14. Sample Letter to the Editor 

15. Sample Tweets for Twitter

We hope this toolkit is helpful to you in your efforts to strengthen Social Security.

For more information or to tell us how we can better support your efforts, visit us online at www.SocialSecurityMatters.org or call us at 1-800-825-3695.

With our sincerest regards,

The Social Security Matters Team

Partner Organizations 
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Sample Agenda & Discussion Guide

1. Introduction - Whether your setting is small and informal, or larger and more structured, you can use these discussion points to engage your community.  Start by introducing yourself, and what you hope to accomplish – whether it’s to raise awareness and watch a brief video, build a network of support, or lead a team of community advocates to lobby Washington.  
2. Watch the DVD Social Security: The American Promise.
3. Review 10 Things You Should Know (about Social Security).

4. View the sample PowerPoint Presentation and discuss.

5. (Possible) Invite a speaker from one of the local partner organizations (refer to Partner Organization page).

6. Depending on the size of your gathering, break into manageable discussion groups (fewer than 10 people might stay together as one group, but 12 more might work better if organized into 2-3 smaller groups.)In either case, groups can discuss:

· How does this information on Social Security most affect you and/or your community? 

· Are there ways in which you would like to respond to this situation?  -And if so, would you like to do it individually or as a group? 

7. Actions that can be taken individually or as a group:

· Stay engaged by joining the Social Security Matters campaign on Facebook (go to www.Facebook.com and search “Social Security Matters” and Twitter (www.twitter.com/SSMatters).

· Send a letter to your Representative and Senators in Congress (refer to Sample Letter to Congress).

· Organize an in-person meeting with your local Representative’s office (this is the most powerful thing to do!).

· Find your U.S. Representative, and call and/or email them: https://writerep.house.gov/writerep/welcome.shtml. 

· Find your Senators, and call and/or email them: www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/senators_cfm.cfm. 

· Send the White House an email or call them: www.whitehouse.gov/contact.

· Communicate to your own communities and/or constituencies using the Coalition Messaging and/or Supplemental Messages.

· Write letters to the editor of local and/or national publications (refer to Sample Letter to the Editor).

· Write a press release (refer to Sample Press Release).

8. If people would like to meet again, you can organize another meeting or ask for someone else in the group to volunteer to do this.  At later meetings, you can organize the above actions for groups or facilitate a letter writing event, discuss meetings with Members of Congress or their staff, and consider next steps to help your community and Members of Congress understand the need to strengthen Social Security and reject benefit cuts.

Ten Things You Should Know

· Social Security has a surplus of $2.6 trillion - this is money left over after benefits are fully paid out.  The surplus is then invested in U.S. Treasury Bonds until it is needed. 

· Social Security did not cause the federal deficit and cutting benefits will not reduce the deficit. 

· Older Americans and disabled workers, and their families, rely heavily on Social Security today and are likely to continue to rely on it as the financial crisis has weakened other sources of economic security. 

· Social Security is fully funded for nearly 30 years; thereafter it has sufficient funds to pay 75% of promised benefits. The 25% shortfall can easily be fixed over a long period of time. There is no crisis. 

· Social Security's retirement age, already scheduled to increase from 66 to 67, should not be raised further.  Raising the retirement age is a benefit cut that places the greatest hardship on older Americans who are in physically demanding jobs or who are otherwise unable to find or keep employment. 

· Social Security, whose average benefit is $15,856 for a man and $11,972 for a woman, provides vital protections against the loss of wages as the result of disability, death, or old age.   

· Social Security's benefits should be increased for those who are most disadvantaged, such as single women, persons with disabilities, lower-wage workers, and minorities.

· If seniors had to rely on only their income other than Social Security, nearly half would be poor. 

· 6.5 million children younger than 18 receive Social Security benefits as dependents of deceased, disabled, or retired workers. 

· Older minority women are among those who rely most upon Social Security to stay out of poverty. 

Social Security Messaging

To protect and strengthen Social Security, Social Security Matters and its partners have agreed to use the following poll-tested messages in order to educate the public, impact press messaging, and reach out to Members of Congress and other decision-makers.  If your organization is trying to reach out to one or more of these three audiences in support of Social Security, please customize your documents with the following messages. 

The People’s Money – Bail out Messages

· Social Security did not cause our budget deficit.

· We strongly oppose any cuts to Social Security benefits, which are a promise to the beneficiaries.

· Social Security has a $2.6 trillion surplus in its trust fund that has been used to mask the true size of the federal deficit for decades.

· This money belongs to the American people who worked hard and contributed to the program, not to the government. 

· The real answer is to pay back the money owed and to promise that Social Security won’t be cut. 

· We cannot accept that the government has the money to bail out Wall Street, but not to pay back Social Security.

Federal Deficit and Social Security

· Social Security can pay the beneficiaries in full until 2037 – by using the $2.6 trillion surplus in its trust fund.

· While fiscal discipline is needed, it should not come at the cost of hurting Social Security beneficiaries.

· Social Security has its own dedicated funding source, made up of payroll contributions from working Americans.  Its funding is independent of the federal budget and therefore should not be a part of the deficit discussion.  

· We can make Social Security more solvent by strengthening it, not by cutting benefits.

A Promise to the American People

· Social Security is one promise Congress can’t be allowed to break.

· Congress created Social Security as a promise to all Americans that they or their loved ones would have a stable source of income on which they could depend on when they retired, were widowed, disabled or had survivors.

· In these unstable economic times, Social Security has been the only source of financial security for many seniors.

· Workers need to know the promise of Social Security will continue to be met for them. 

· We must protect Social Security from cuts that will hurt beneficiaries – now and in the future – so all generations know Social Security will be there for them.

Pay Back the American People
· Nearly 30 years down the road, Social Security will have a funding gap.  The solution is clear: The federal government has to pay back the $2.6 trillion it took form the Social Security trust fund.

· Before Congress even thinks about cutting Social Security benefits, the government must pay back what it borrowed from the trust fund.

· We must protect Social Security from cuts that will hurt current and future generations, and Congress cannot continue to use Social Security as a piggy bank.

Social Security Supplemental Messages

America’s Social Security trust fund was built up in preparation for the retirement of the baby boomers.  However, the government has been borrowing from Social Security surpluses for decades, and this has masked the true size of the deficit.  Now with the deficit sky rocketing, the federal government owes Social Security $2.6 trillion, and some in Washington are proposing to cut benefits in order to pay for the deficit.  

In order to protect and strengthen Social Security, Social Security Matters and its partners have identified the following messages and statistics to supplement the core messaging (see Coalition Social Security Core Messaging document).  The goal in using these messages is to educate the public, impact press messaging, and reach out to Members of Congress and other decision-makers.  If your organization is trying to reach out to one or more of these three audiences in support of Social Security, please customize your documents and supplement other messages with the following messages.

Supplemental Messages

· Cutting the nation’s “entitlements” means cutting the Social Security benefits that have been promised to you, and that you paid for.

· Washington should be focused on getting Americans back to work and protecting Americans from unscrupulous business practices on Wall Street.

· We shouldn’t expect middle- and low-income Americans, in the middle of the largest recession since the 1930s, to have their Social Security cut.

· For many Americans, cutting Social Security is the difference between housing and homelessness, eating or hunger, heat or no heat.

· We have to take steps to fight potential cuts for today’s beneficiaries and to strengthen Social Security for future generations.

· Wars and Wall Street bailouts caused the deficit – not Social Security. Get the facts!

· Deficit Commission theme: “Good luck grandma, you’re on your own.”

· Good policy on Social Security is also good politics.

· 75% of voters disagree with cutting Social Security benefits. – Lake Research Partners 2010 Public Poll
· 8 out of 10 voters say they aren’t likely to vote for a candidate who votes to cut Social Security benefits. – Lake Research Partners 2010 Public Poll
· Voters from all parties – Democrats, Republicans and Independents – are against cutting Social Security benefits.

· Cutting Social Security benefits while giving billions to Wall Street is political suicide. 

Responses to Opposition

The Federal Deficit

“The deficit is unsustainable.” / “The deficit is the problem.”/ “We need more fiscal responsibility.”

· If we’re really concerned about the deficit, let’s look at the real causes: two unfunded wars, the Bush-era tax cuts for the wealthy, and the bank bailout.  Not Social Security.

· Social Security didn’t cause the deficit, and cutting benefits won’t fix it.

· If we wanted to be fiscally responsible then they would not take money out of Social Security to spend on other things and not pay it back.

· While fiscal discipline is needed, it should not come at the cost of hurting Social Security beneficiaries.

“ Entitlements are a burden to our kids.”

· Social Security is a promise to all generations.  Workers pay in, and get benefits back.  It’s not the government’s money; it belongs to workers and their families.

· 6.5 million kids receive Social Security survivor benefits each year.

· Cutting the retirement benefits that workers have earned is bad for all generations – retirees will have to depend more and more on their children for support if Social Security is cut.

 “We have an entitlement crisis.”

· What we have is an economic crisis.  We should be focusing on helping Americans get jobs, not on taking away what little support they have.

· What we have is an economic crisis, caused by Wall Street profiteering, two deficit-funded wars, the Bush-era tax entitlements for the wealthy, and the bank bailouts.

“We can’t afford to keep bailing out broken programs with taxpayer dollars.”

· We can’t accept that government has the money to bail out Wall Street, but not to pay back what it’s borrowed from Social Security.  

· We can’t afford to pay for tax entitlements for the wealthy with taxpayer dollars.  

· Social Security belongs to the workers who paid in, not the government.

“We have to raise taxes or cut entitlements.”

· We should start by letting the Bush-era tax entitlements for the wealthy expire.

· Older women receive on average $11,800 a year from Social Security.  How much should we cut?

· I’m not interested in taking away people’s Medicare/retirement security.

Responses to Opposition

Social Security

“The program/trust fund is bankrupt.”/ “Baby Boomers are taking more than we’re putting in.”

· Trust fund monies are invested in Treasury bonds, and the government has an obligation to repay all bondholders – Social Security, China, and everyday hardworking Americans.

· The government has used the trust fund money to pay for other projects, but it owes American workers that money back.

· Baby Boomers’ retirement is not a surprise, and the Trust Fund was built up to prepare for them.  

· Social Security can pay the beneficiaries in full until 2037 – if the government pays back the $2.6 trillion taken from the trust fund.

· We can make Social Security more solvent by strengthening it, not by cutting benefits.

The Trust Fund is full of worthless IOUs.”

· Trust fund monies have been invested in US Treasury bonds, which are certainly not worthless.  Everyday American workers, private retirement accounts, and even other countries, like China, buy them because they know the government must pay them back, with interest.

· We can’t accept that government has the money to bail out Wall Street, but not to pay back what it’s borrowed from Social Security.  

“We need to raise the retirement age.”/ “We need to cut benefits.”

· Raising the retirement age is a benefit cut, just like sending out smaller checks, and breaks a promise to American workers that their money will be there for them.

· While a lawyer, economist, or Member of Congress may be able to delay retirement a few years, forcing teachers, nurses, and plumbers to work longer, especially when they are older and in physically demanding jobs, is unfair and unrealistic.

· People who are living longer at retirement age tend to be white males who are more educated and have higher incomes.  But for women at retirement age, longevity is stagnant overall, with decreased life expectancy for low-income women.

· Americans deserve the benefits they paid for.  Social Security belongs to workers, not the government.

“Greedy Geezers…”

· 48% of all seniors live at or below 200% of the poverty line, even with their Social Security benefits.  Social Security isn’t buying fancy cars and homes in gated communities.  

· One-third of all Social Security beneficiaries are disabled or children.  Social Security supports all generations.

· 6.5 million children receive survivor benefits each year, which help pay for housing, food, and school needs.
· Older women receive on average $11,800 a year from Social Security.  How much should we cut?

Resources

WEBSITES

· http://www.owlca.org  OWL California takes  up the fight for Social Security (includes Alan K. Simpson vs. OWL;  Jackie Speier and Bernie Sanders on Social Security) 

· www.gpcal.org California and Sacramento Gray Panthers

· Owl and others: Social Security Matters
· http://strengthensocialsecurity.org/commission-watch
· http://www.fiscalcommission.gov/
· http://crr.bc.edu/ Center for Retirement Research, Boston College
· National Academy of Social Insurance: http://www.nasi.org/ 
· http://fdlaction.firedoglake.com/2010/05/10/obama-packs-debt-committee-with-supportes-of-social-security-benefit-cuts-and-privatization/ 

· http://strengthensocialsecurity.org/social-security-works-0 Strengthen Social Security (used to be Social Security Works)

· http://www.ncpssm.org/ National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare

FACT SHEETS

· The Toolkit

· Children and Families Have a Stake in Social Security, April 2010 – Generations United. 

· Single Women’s Retirement Income Falls Short of the Elder Economic Security Standard™ Index, March 2009 – Wider Opportunities for Women (WOW).

BLOGS

· Social Security Isn’t In ‘Crisis’ - but Older Women Are, March 2010 - Stacy Sanders, WOW.

· Doing Nothing Huffington Post, January 2010 - Ashley Carson, OWL.

· Senators…Keep your hands off Social Security Pension News, November 2009 - Karen Friedman, the Pension Rights Center.

· Owlca.blogspot.com: A senior woman on Social Security (Margie Metzler)

REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS

· Social Security and the Age of Retirement, June 2010 – Center for Economic Policy Research (CEPR).

· Opposing View: Hands off Social Security, March 2010 - Josh Bivens.

· Taming the Deficit - Saving Our Children from Themselves, December 2009 - Dean Baker and David Rosnick, CEPR.

· Statement to the Senate Budget Committee, November 2009 - Nancy J. Altman, J.D., et al.

· Fixing Social Security: Adequate Benefits, Adequate Financing, October 2009 – National Academy of Social Insurance (NASI).

· Economic Crisis Fuels Support for Social Security, October 2009 – NASI.

· Demystifying the Deficit, Social Security Finances and the Budget, August 2009 – Ashley Carson, OWL

· Social Security Finances: Findings of the 2009 Trustees Report, May 2009 - Joni Lavery, NASI.

· CEPR Statement on Social Security Trustees Report, May 2009 – CEPR.

BOOKS

Social Security: The Phony Crisis by Dean Baker and Mark Weisbrot. 1999. 

The Battle for Social Security by Nancy Altman. 2005. 

Social Security and its Enemies: The Case for America’s Most Efficient Insurance Program. Max J. Skidmore. 1999. 

False Alarm: Why the Greatest Threat to Social Security and Medicare is the Campaign to "Save" Them. Joseph White. A Century Foundation Book. 2001.

The Plot Against Social Security: How the Bush Plan is Endangering Our Financial Future. Michael A. Hiltzik. 2005.

Sample Letter to Congress

Dear Member of Congress,

Please ensure that no action is taken to cut Social Security benefits.  Many of the members of the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform are targeting Social Security cuts as a false path to fiscal responsibility.  However, Social Security does not contribute to the deficit, and cutting benefits will hurt beneficiaries without solving our deficit problems.  Further, Social Security should be kept out of debt discussions in recognition that working Americans have contributed to the program with regular payroll deductions, which we expect will be used to pay our benefits in the fall.  This money belongs to the working people who contributed, not to the government.

Congress created Social Security as a promise to all Americans that they or their loved ones would have a stable source of income if they retired, were widowed, disabled or lost a parent as a child.  The Social Security payments that retired and disabled workers, their spouses, and surviving minor children receive provide a safety net that for many is the difference between heat and no heat, food and hunger, medication or illness, housing or homelessness.  For some, particularly in these unstable economic times, Social Security has been the only source of financial security.  For nearly four out of 5 seniors, Social Security is an essential component of retirement income.  This money belongs to the working people who contributed, not to the government.

Unfortunately, some members of the Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform are targeting Social Security to solve the country's deficit troubles.  I am concerned by this, since Social Security does not contribute to the deficit, and because Social Security is funded through employer and worker contributions - not through general tax revenue.  If the retirement age is increased again, or if benefits are cut, the government is breaking its promise to workers.  I will not stand for the misuse of those hard-earned dollars, and I am not alone; 86% of voters agree with me that cutting Social Security benefits is not the way to reduce the deficit.  The money belongs to those who contribute, and I do not accept that the government has the money to bail out Wall Street, but not to pay back Social Security.

The government has been using Social Security’s trust fund surplus to balance the federal budget for decades.  The federal government has borrowed $2.6 trillion from Social Security, and now, instead paying that money back, some are trying to cut the program.  If policy-makers wanted to be fiscally responsible, then they should know that if they take money from Social Security to spend on other things, they must pay it back. The real answer is to pay back the money owed, and keep the promise made to the American people.  Social Security can pay beneficiaries in full until 2037 – if the government pays back the $2.6 trillion borrowed from the trust fund.  While fiscal discipline is needed, it should not come at the expense of Social Security beneficiaries.  This money belongs to the working people who contributed, not to the government.

Please work with your fellow members in Congress and the President to remind them that Social Security is a promise that should not be broken, and that workers want and deserve the benefits they paid for.  This is the one promise Congress can’t be allowed to break.  Please don't let me down.

Sincerely,

Name, Address

Sample Press Release

PRESS RELEASE

Washington, DC --- [YOUR ORGANIZATION NAME HERE] is pleased to join OWL - The Voice of Midlife and Older Women and several other partner organizations in announcing Social Security Matters, a campaign that, since 2005, has been working to strengthen and protect Social Security and the retirement security of American workers.

While the National Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform barrels toward cutting Social Security in a misguided attempt to "fix" the deficit, we are working to help American workers get the whole truth.  Social Security has enough money to cover full benefits for nearly thirty years, and has not contributed one cent to the nation’s budget problems.

Social Security is far from bankrupt, with a $2.6 trillion dollar surplus.  The federal government has borrowed most of that to pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Wall Street bank bailouts, and the Bush-era tax cuts for the wealthy.  But the government has to pay back the loan - it's not their money - it belongs to American workers.  It's a promise that can't be broken. 

As the baby boomers retire, Social Security will eventually have to pay out more than it takes in, but Social Security has been getting ready for this since 1983, by paying higher payroll contributions in order to beef up the Trust Fund.  Social Security has been saving up for the boomers, and it has the funds to pay all promised benefits for many years to come.

Suggestions that cuts to Social Security would fix the deficit are no more than code for saying that the government shouldn’t have to pay back the $2.6 trillion it borrowed. But workers have been paying into Social Security throughout their lives. The government cannot default on its promise, and leave American workers out in the cold.

"If Congress cuts benefits by raising the retirement age or by reducing the amount paid to beneficiaries, it amounts to stealing our money.  It's like the bank telling you that even though you deposited $100 into your saving account, they're only going to give you $80 back," stated [ORG CEO/PRESIDENT'S NAME HERE]  [YOU MAY CITE "Ashley Carson, OWL Executive Director" OR SUBSTITUTE A DIFFERENT QUOTE OF YOUR CHOOSING]

###

Sample Letter to the Editor

Social Security Matters, and So Does the Truth

To Whom It May Concern,

The sky is falling!  Offshore drilling is perfectly safe!  Social Security is bankrupt!  Oh me, oh my, it's easy to get caught up in the alarmist rhetoric, persistent half truths and lies that we hear from politicians and see in the paper and news each day.  But we'd all be better off if we had just the whole truth.  Here it is:  The sky is just where it's always been.  As it turns out, offshore drilling has serious risks.  And Social Security has enough money to cover full benefits for nearly thirty years.

First, Social Security is not bankrupt.  In fact, there's a $2.6 trillion surplus.  Trillion.  $2,600,000,000.  It’s true that the federal government has borrowed most of that to pay for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the Wall Street bank bailouts, and for the Bush-era tax cuts for the wealthy.  But the feds have to pay back the loan - it's not their money - it belongs to American workers. 

Second, the program is paying out more than it takes in for two reasons: baby boomer retirements and the recession.  And guess what, we planned for this.  Economists have known for decades that baby boomers would start to retire this year, and so nearly 30 years ago, workers started contributing more to the program so that when they all retired there would be enough money to cover them.  If you don't know the whole truth, it sounds like we're living beyond our means, but in reality, the Social Security program has been saving up for this rainy day, and it has the funds to cover new beneficiaries.

Third, Social Security doesn't contribute to the deficit. When people suggest that cuts to Social Security would fix the deficit, what they are really saying is that if the government shouldn’t have to pay back the $2.6 trillion it owes Social Security contributors.  You read that right.  They're talking about defaulting on the money they borrowed from Social Security.  Our money.  Workers have been paying into Social Security for retirement throughout their lives. If Congress cuts benefits by raising the retirement age or by reducing the amount paid to beneficiaries, they’re stealing our money.  They’re stealing our security.  We have to fight back.

The bottom line is that Social Security funds belong to the American workers who contributed, not to the government.  Don't be fooled by "the sky is falling."  Get the whole truth, and tell your members of Congress that it's not ok to take your retirement security away.
Sample Tweets

· Social Security is not responsible for our budget deficit.

· Social Security is owed $2.6 trillion from the federal government.

· This money belongs to the working people who contributed, not to the government.

· If the government has the money to bail out Wall Street, it better pay back Social Security.

· Dear government: pay back the money you owe SS. Stop borrowing from the trust fund.

· Social Security can pay the beneficiaries in full until 2037 – once the govt pays it back.

· Fiscal discipline should not come at the cost of hurting Social Security beneficiaries.

· Plan for fiscal responsibility: don’t take money out of Social Security and not pay it back.

· Social Security is our money, not the government’s.

· Make Social Security more solvent by strengthening it, not by cutting benefits.

· Social Security is the one promise that cannot and should not be broken.

· In recession, Social Security has been the only source of financial security for some seniors.

· Workers need to know the promise of Social Security will continue to be met for them.

· Social Security is the one promise Congress can’t be allowed to break.
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